Harar, situated in the eastern highland of Ethiopia, has flourished by dominating the caravan route from Red Sea to the inland Ethiopia. Registered in the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2006, the old town of Harar Jugol still maintains its traditional character as Muslim city. This paper aims at the status quo of its architectural heritage by analyzing its building typology as well as the housing conditions for those who reside within the old residences, some of which date back even to the 17th century. According to the full research on both the buildings and the inhabitants in a selected case study area, central Harar was proved to be a unique city with the characteristic of woman-headed society with strong tie among them. Unlike other historical cities in Ethiopia, Harar still keeps the nature of comparatively wealthy residents supported by a dense network of Harari who dispersed all over Ethiopia.
(1) Objective
Harar is one of the most impressive cities in Ethiopia as it still maintains the historical core surrounded by city walls, called Harar Jugol. Harari people represent only 11.8% of the total municipal population after Amhara (40.5%) and Oromo (28.1%), but they still keep their own territory within the city walls 2) . Today, approximately 24,000 people live within the 60ha walled area and half of this population is Harari 3) .
Lifestyle is different according to ethnic and religious groups although the city looks apparently typical multi-ethnic society. The conservation of its historical environment has become one of the most urgent issues for both the municipality and the federal government, but the social structure which supports the real life of the historical districts has not yet been profoundly studied so far.
The authors have been examining the housing problems of Ethiopian historical cities such as Gondar and Mekelle, focusing on the way how the local inhabitants occupy the historical districts and adapt their own life to the existing environment. Harar has often been cited as an exceptionally successful case in terms of the sustainability of the local life within historical compounds in comparison with other cities which are suffering from the deterioration of the old living environment. The objective of this research is to examine the relation between the physical aspects of the urbanity and the social inclination of the inhabitants so as to find out the key for sustainable urban life in historical complex.
(2) Previous Researches
Thanks to its specific cultural value, not a few researchers, both
Ethiopians and foreigners, have visited this city and undertook a series of researches on the subject of urban formation and conservation strategy.
Following the Italian scholars who undertook the survey of occupied � Another interview with the local authority of both municipality and kebele was also carried out so as to clarify the housing and the infrastructure policy.
� All the collected data were to be processed integrally, referring to the existing materials made by other research teams, so as to extract the building typology as well as the characteristics of inhabitants. It is only after the coalition with Ethiopian Empire, the building activity has changed and new types of row houses appeared. These row houses were arranged alongside the streets and have direct access from the street without courtyard. As the east-west main axis from Argob Bari (Gate) stretches on the northern edge of the case study area, shops were also generated in the form of row houses. After mid 20 th century, renting house business has become common. Not a few house owners have accepted tenants in the surplus houses built in the compound. That is the reason why a certain number of single or small households reside in small housing units within the case study area. [Fig.8 ]. In other cities, kebele housing is a synonym of low quality chikka (mud and timber) house as this type of construction is cheap, quick, and very humble, often regarded as slum 16) . In other words, physical conditions follow the nature of tenure. However, in Harar it is difficult to distinguish at first glance a self-owned "wealthy" house and a rented house for the poor, because the latter was generated artificially and politically by expropriating the same type of old buildings only 35 years ago and does not mean slum-like cheap housing, but those who occupy this must have been very different from old landlords. Therefore, it should be questioned what is the result of the shift of housing policy during last three decades and who actually live in and use these buildings.
According to the interview, 37 houses are proved self-owned (51%), 3 of which are possessed by Christians, while 27 belong to kebele public housing (38% 
Characteristics of Inhabitants
The analysis of the collected data has led to the understanding of the 
Conclusion
Harar is a unique city, which miraculously maintains the old life style 
